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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER'S INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS 

REF: SANTO DOMINGO 3422 

1. THE REACTION OF OPPOSITION POLITICAL LEADERS AND OF 

THE PRESS TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER’S AUG 16 INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
HAS THUS FAR BEEN GENERALLY FAVORABLE. 

2. SANTIAGO ACCORD LEADERS HAVE NO YET FORMULATED 
DEFINITIVE REACTIONS TO THE SPEECH. OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL 
DAYS, THE MAJOR OPPOSITION PARTIES, BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND 
MEETING JOINTLY AS PARTIES TO THE SANTIAGO ACCORD, ARE 
EXPECTED TO RESPOND FORMALLY TO THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND HIS CALL FOR REOPENING A 
GODR OPPOSITION DIALOGUE. REPORTEDLY THE SANTIAGO ACCORD 
PARTIES ARE DISPOSED TO ACCEPT RESUMPTION OF A GOVERNMENT 
OPPOSITION DIALOGUE PROVIDED IT IS CONDUCTED DIRECTLY 
BETWEEN THEP ARTIES AND THEGOVERNMENT AND NOT EXCLUSIVELY 
IN THE FORM OF ALLOCATING PUBLIC OFFICES TO INDIVIDUAL 
OPPOSITION LEADERS. 

3. MEANWHILE, MAJOR OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS HAVE MADE 
CAUTIOUSLY POSITIVE COMMENTS ON THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 
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GOMEZ TERMED IT QTE INTERESTING UNQTE. PARTIDO REVO- 
LUCIONARIO SOCIAL CRISTIANO PRESIDENT, DELGADO BOGAERT, 
STATED THAT IT CONTAINED QTE POSITIVE POINTS UNQTE. PARTIDO 
QUISQUEYANO DEMOCRATA SECRETARY GENERAL, CAMPILLO 
PEREZ, REACTED FAVORABLY BUT EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO SEE THE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS BECOME LAW BEFORE GIVING A FINAL 
ANALYSIS OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BALAGUER'S PROPOSALS. AMONG 
THE MAJOR OPPOSITION POLITICAL FIGURES, ONLY JUAN BOSCH, 
INCREASINGLY ISOLATED LEADER OF THE PARTIDO DE LA LIBERACION 
DOMINICANA, REACTED TOTALLY NEGATIVELY; HE TERMED THE 
AMENDMENTS QTE A TRICK UNQTE AND QUESTIONED THE PRESIDENT'S 
GOOD FAITH IN PRESENTING THEM. 

4. VIRTUALLY ALL NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN SYMPATHETIC TO THE 
POLITICAL INITIATIVES PROPOSED BY BALAGUER. MODERATE AND 
INFLUENTIAL LISTIN DIARIO EDITORIALIZED ON AUG 17 THAT 
BALAGUER'S SPEECH HAD MADE HISTORY QTE OF THE FIRST MAGNI 
TUDE UNQTE. THE PROHIBITION AGAINST REELECTION QTE IS AN 
INITIATIVE WHICH WILL REORIENT THE POLITICAL LIFE OF THE 
NATION UNQTE. BALAGUER QTE OPENED ROADS, AWAKENED HOPES 
AND CALLED ALL DOMINICANS TO THE TASK OF CIVILIZATION UNQTE. 
PRESTIGIOUS EL CARIBE IN AN EDITORIAL ON AUG 17 TERMED THE 
SPEECH QTE ONE OF THE PRESIDENT S BEST, BY ITS FORM AND 
DEPTH UNQTE. MOREOVER, THE PAPER ENCOURAGED THE QTE GOOD 
FAITH UNQTE OF THE OPPOSITION IN FUTURE DISCUSSIONS AND 

SAID THAT BALAGUER HAD FULLY EXTENDED TO THEM QTE THE OLIVE 
BRANCH UNQTE. CARIBE DID EXPRESS SOME RESERVATIONS, HOW- 
EVER, ABOUT THE ECONOMIC SECTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
EVEN THE NATIONALISTIC, OFTEN IRRESPONSIBLE, AFTERNOON PRESS 
GAVE THE PRESIDENT GOOD MARKS FOR HIS POLITICAL INITIATIVES; 

EL NACIONAL OF AUG 17 STATED QTE THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH HAS 
OPENED A RAY OF HOPE IN THE DARK NATIONAL PANORAMA UNQTE. 

5. COMMENT: THE GENERALLY FAVORABLE PRESS REACTION WAS 
NOT UNEXPECTED. THE REACTION FROM THE OPPOSITION POLITICIANS 
IS, HOWEVER, SOMEWHAT SURPRISING AND ENCOURAGING, SINCE THE 
SANTIAGO ACCORD PARTIES, IN THE PAST, HAVE BEEN EVER READY 
TO SEE A NEFARIOUS PLOT IN ANY BALAGUER MOVE. FACTORS WHICH 
MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE OPPOSITIONS'S CAUTIOUSLY POSITIVE RE- 
ACTION SO FAR ARE THE SEEMING SINCERITY WITH WHICH BALAGUER 
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ENCOURAGED RESPONSIBLE OPPOSITION PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMO- 
CARATIZATION OF THE COUNTRY AND THE OPPOSITION S LACK OF 
VIABLE ALTERNATIVES TO COOPERATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 
OPPOSITION LEADERS UNDOUBTEDLY RECOGNIZE THAT NEIGHBORHOOD 
STRIKES CANNOT BE CONTINUED INDEFINITELY AND THAT A GENERAL 
STRIKE COULD BRING SEVERE REPRESSION. THUS, FOR THE MOMENT 
AT LEAST, THE PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVES APPEAR TO HAVE GIVEN THE 
OPPOSITION SOME HOPE FOR GREATER LIBERALIZATION OF THE 
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GOVERNMENT AND FOR SOME DEGREE OF PARTICIPATION IN THE 
GOVERNMENT PROCESS. 

HURWITCH 
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